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PRE F A CE. 


HEN I had juſt delivered this plain 

Sermon from the Pulpit, it was a great 
Surprize to me to find my ſelf ſurrounded with 
Importunities to make it more publick. Nor can 
1 impute this 10 any thing but to the affeftionate 
Leal and Concern of my Auditors about all E- 
vents that relate to the Royal Houſe of Great 
Britain, and to a Mind well prepar'd by the late 
important Occurrences to receive Inſtructions of 
Piety from a common Diſcourſe without Art or 
Ornament. 

I muſt acknowledge, that when any great and 
momentous Changes ariſe in the World, it is my 
Cuſtom in the courſe of my Miniſtry to excite my 
Hearers to a pious Notice and Improvement of 
them. And when upon the Death of our late gra- 
cious Sovereign, | obſerved among my Acquaintance 
ſo juſt and ſincere a Foy for the peaceful Succeſſion 
of a Proteſtant Prince to the Britiſh Throne, I 
was deſirous to turn the Stream of it into a reli- 
gious Channel, and to awaken their Thoughts to 
a more ſolemn and diſtinct obſervation of the 
Hand of God, both in putting a ſudden period to 
the Reign of one excellent King, and the imme- 
diate — of another : But 7 have al- 
ways had an averſion to ſend any of theſe Com- 
poſures to the Preſs. I know ſeveral of my Bre- 
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The PREFACE. 


thren are much better qualify'd for ſuch Services; 
And after almoſt zo Years ſpent in the Miniſtry 
1 have never yet publiſhed one Sermon on ſuch 
Political Occaſions. 

But the requeſts of many Perſons multiply'd fo 
faſt upon me at this time, that I found my ſelf 
conſtrain'd to ſubmit my own Inclinations, and 
reſean them up to the power which my Friends 
have over me. Perhaps the voice of the People 
in this Reſpett may be the voice of God. 

Flad I deſigu d to preſent the World with a 
Diſcourſe relating to this great Event, I think 
{ ſhould have choſen a different Text, and taken 
much more time in the Compoſition. But ſuch as 
it is, 1 muſt now commit it to the Candor of my 
Readers; and humbly ask of God to bleſs my ſirſt 
E//ay of this Kind to the ſervice of the Souls of 
Men, that in all Occurrences they may learn firſt 
to pay a religious veneration to the hand of God 
the ſupreme and eternal King, and then that they 
may give all due Honour to the memory of our 
deceaſed Royal Benefactors, and may yield all af- 
ſectionate duty and ſubmiſſion to thoſe whom the 
kind provideace of God has been long preparing 
for the Throne, and has now exalted to that ſub- 
lime Dignity and important Station. May Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Mercy ever guide and defend 
them! May the Almighty God pour out bis richeſt 
Bleſſings on their Royal Perſons and their Iſſue 
in a long and glorious Succeſſion, and render them 
the Guards and Honeurs of Chriſtianity and 
Great Britain / long as ' the Sun and Moon en- 
aure! Amen. * 6" 
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a | HE ſolemn andimportantOccurrences _ 

1 of the laſt Week call us to a ſcrious hy 

n Notice of the Hand of God in them: The 3 

wth Death of our late Gracious Sovereign, and 4 

# the happy Acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty, I 

f have diverted my Thoughts from the Subject 1 

1 Which I lately propoſed, and have deter- 3 

2 mined me to entertain you this Day with 3 

'y the Words of the holy Prophet 

* 

i ; ISAlan V. 12. 

C And the Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and 

* Pipe, and Wine are in their Feaſts: but they 

1— regard not the Work of the Lord, neither 

7 conſider the Operation of his Hands. 

* N the Reigns of ſeveral of our former 

4 Princes we had a juſt and melancholy 

bn Apprehenſion of Pop:ifh Darkneſs and 


Tyranny breaking in upon us at their Death. 

The peaceful and regular Succeſſion of a 

4 Proteſtant Heir to his Father's Throne, is 
ſuch a Bleſſing as hath not been known in 
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Great Britain for a hundred Years paſt * : It 
might well be expected then that it ſhould 
be received with univerſal Joy and Gladneſs 
of Heart. The occaſion for it is proper and 
glorious : Nor will I cenſure the moderate 
uſe of a Feaſt, and a Song, and Inſtruments 
of Muſick, to expreſs this inward and becom- 
ing Joy: Nor doth the Prophet in my Text 
forbid them as unlawful Things; but he 
gives it as the. Character of the prophane 
Part of Mankind, that upon all Occaſions 
they give up themſelves to ſenſual Merri- 
ment, with an utter neglect of the Provi- 
dence of God. 

In ſuch Events as we behold this Day, the 
Man of Wiſdom and Piety looks all around 
him: he takes a religious Notice of the Death 
of a preceding Prince, which makes way for 
the Introduction of his Succeſſor, and he 
points his Eye to the Hand of God in the 
ſudden change of our Rulers. The true 
Chriſtian aflumes the Language of the Pro- 
phet Daniel with a devout Temper of Mind, 
Bleſſed be the Name of God for ever, for 
Wiſdom and Might are his: He changeth 
the Times and the Seaſons, he removeth 
Kings, and he ſetteth up Kings, Daniel ii. 21. 
Whercas the formal Profeſlors of Chriſtia- 


The laſt Inſtance of this kind was when Charles the Id. 
ſucceeded his Father James the I. in the Year 1625. and in- 
deed this was the only one, except when Edward the VI® came 
to the Crown in the room of Henry the VIII® his Father, 


nity, 


{e1 


E* ] 


nlty, or the vicious part of the People, ſhew 
their Mirth by enflaming themſelues with 


ſtrong Drink; and the Harp and the Violare 


in their Feaſts, but they regard not the Work 
of the Lord, nor conſider the Operation of 
his Hands. This is the Crime which the 
Prophet ſeverely reproves, and for which 
he pronounces divine Threatnings in the 


| following Verſes. | 


To make a right improvement of the pre- 


ſent Providence, and the Text, I ſhall enquire, 


I. What ſort of Notice we ought to take 
of the Diſpenſations of God, and eſpe- 
cially in the Affairs of Nations. 

II. I ſhall conſider, What is the Guilt and 
Danger of diſregarding the Hand of 
God herein. 

III. I will apply theſe Things particularly 
to the preſent Events in our Nation. 


Firſt, What ſort of Notice ought we to take 


of the Diſpenſations of God ? 1 anſwer briefly 


under three general. Heads. 

1. Me ſhould make a ſolemn obſervation of 
what 1s awful and afflictive in the Events of 
Divine Providence, and learn ſome inſtruc- 
tive Leſſons thereby. If the Life of a Spar- 
row be the Object of Divine Superinten- 
dency, if 4 Sparrow fall not to the Ground 
without our heavenly Father, much more 
ſhould we direct our Thoughts to the Ope- 
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ration and Influence of God in the greater 
Incidents of the Life and Death of Man, and 
the important Changes that depend upon 
them. When the Fudgments of God are a- 
broad in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the 


World will learn Righteouſneſs, or at leaſt 


they ought to do it, Iſaiab xxvi. 8, 9. Is 
there any Evil an the City, any Sorrow at- 
tends a Nation, but the Lord hath a hand 
in it? Amos iii. 6. The voice of the Lord 
hath ſpoken, and the Man of Wiſdom will 
fee his Name, will hear the Rod and him 
that hath appointed it, Micah vi. 9. The 
Man of Religion will enquire, © What have 
% done to provoke the Almighty to ſend 


« down his Judg ments from Heaven? What 


« abuſe of Mercics have I been guilty of, to 
« provoke the great God to remove them 
*« from me? What ſhare have I had in the 


common guilt of a Nation, that may have | 


te awakened the Anger of God againſt it in 
* any inſtances of publick Sorrow ? 
2. We ſbould raiſe our Hearts to a delight - 


ful notice and a grateful ſenſe of the Mercy 


of God in his Providences. The Buſineſs of 
Religion is not all fadneſs and mourning. 


We arc bound to take notice of publick | 


Joys, as well as of common and extenſive 
Calamities. A Chriſtian may rejoice in the 
Eight of Heaven and the Sun-beams, as well 
as obſcrve. the Clouds, and Thunder and 
Storms; but he muſt remember they all 
| | RT. 
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come from above. The wicked of the Earth 
make themſelves merry amidſt the Com- 
forts of Life without any Notice of the God 
that gives them, or any Thank-offcrings to 
his Name: But a ſincere Chriſtian loves to 
receive his Bleſſings from the Hand of his 
heavenly Father: He looks on them as the 
diſtributions of Divinc Love, he beholds 
them ſanctify'd by the Covenant of rich 
Grace, and thereby he taſtes a double reliſh 
of Sweetneſs in them. Common and pub- 
lick Bleſſings afford him a private and deli- 
cious Senſation beyond what the thoughtleſs 
Herd of Mankind partake of: The Stranger 
mntermeddles not with this Foy. When he 
drinks of the ſweet Streams of Delight here 
on Earth, he traces them to the Fountain 
Head in Heaven, and as it were bathes him- 
ſelf in the immenſe Ocean of Goodnels. 
* This God is my God, my heavenly Fricnd, 
« and he will be my God tor ever and ever.” 

3. We ſhould make a humble enquiryinto the 
various Duties, both toward God and Man, 
which Divine Providence calls us to at ſpe- 
cial Seaſons, and under ſpecial Circumſtances. 
It is the Language of a Soul that walks with 
God, Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
« do?” There is not a Day nor an Hour 
but brings a Duty with it; not a change 


of Providence but calls for peculiar Prac- 


tices of Piety. 
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We are placed here in a State of Service, 
and God requires that our Eye be directed 
to him hourly, as the Eye of a Servant to 
his Maſter, or a Handmaid to her Miſtreſs ; 
ſo ſpeaks the Royal Pſalmiſt, Pſalm cxxiii. 2. 
We ſhould watch every motion of the right 
Hand of our God, and all the progreſs of 
his Footſteps in his Government of the 
World, that we may learn our proper Zuſi- 
neſs thence ; that in the time of proſperity 
we may rejoyce in the Lord, and in the hour 
of adverſity we may ſet our ſelves to conſider 


our Ways and humble our ſelves before 


him. Tis the Word of God that appoints 
us the general Rules of Duty and Religion ; 
but 'tis Providence that leads us to apply 
theſe Rules, and .to put them into daily 
Practice. 

Thus having enquired what fort of Notice 
a Chriſtian ought to rake of the Hand of God 
in the Events of Life, we proceed to ſhew 
in the ſccond Place, what is the Guilt and 
Danger of neelefting this pions Practice: 
And that may be comprized chiefly under 
the four following Heads. 

1. Thoſe who take no notice of the Ope- 
rations of God in the Aﬀairs of human Life, 
abuſe their Reaſon and their better Powers , 
both as Men and as Chriſtians. Our Eycs 
and our Ears and other Senſes of the Body 
are given us to take Notice of the outward 
Objects that ſurround us which are the 
"RE Springs 
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Springs of Pain or Pleaſure; and theſe we 
enjoy in common with the Beaſts of the 
Earth: The Birds and the Fiſhes, the creep- 
ing Things, and every little Inſect employ 
their corporeal Powers for the ſame Pur- 
poſes; but Man was made with nobler Prin- 
ciples, and capacitated to diſcover and diſ- 
cern the Hand of God his Creator, and to 
obſerve his ſupreme Direction of all the At- 
fairs of Mankind: and if we conſider our 
ſelves as Chriſtians, we profels ſtill a diviner 
Principle of converſe with God. How mean, 
how ignoble and degencrate a thing is it 
then, for Men who profeſs Chriſtianity, to 
look no further than the Objects of Scnle, 
and. ſink themſelves to the rank of the brute 
Creation? Man, tho' he be raiſed by the ſta- 
tion of his Nature, to a more honourable 
Character than the reſt of the Animals; yet 
if he remain wzthout underſtanding, and 
thoughtleſs of his God, he becomes like the 
Beaſts that periſh : Brute Beaſts, which (as 
the Apoſtle ſays) are made to be deſtroy d, 
2 Peter ii. 12, So Men that regard not the 
Operation of the Lord, nor conſider the Work 
of his Hands, the Lord will deſtroy them 
and not build them up. Pſalm xxviii. 5. 

2. Thoſe who diſregard the Work of God 
in the Events of human Life, they deprive 
the great God himſelf of that Honour which 
he demanas and expects, eſpecially from his 


more important Providences. Doth not his 
B 2 ſublime 
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ſublime Wiſdom, his extenſive Goodneſs, and 
his Almighty Power, diſplay themſelves glo- 
riouſly in his providential Government of 
Mankind? and is it not with this Deſign, 
that his intelligent Creature Man ſhould 
take notice of this diſplay of his Glories? To 
what purpoſe are all the manifeſtations of 
his Mercy and of his Judgment among Men, 
if the Sons of Adam diſregard them all ? 
Will not the ſupreme Governor of the 
World reſent ſuch a ſtupid and ſottiſh Con- 
duct? Docs the great God write his own 
Name in every Leaf of his two great Vo- 
lumes of Nature and Providence, and ſhall 
his Crcature Man take no notice of it, and 
reſuſe to read it > Will he for cver bear with 
Crcaturcs that neglect to take notice of the 
Name and Works of their Almighty Maker ? 

3. They bereave themſelves 0 7 the rich 
Advantages that may be — om ſuch 
con uerſe with God about the Events of hu- 

man Life. If we were but wiſe and curious 
Obſervers of the conduct of Providence, 
what divine Experiments might we obtain 
of the Wiſdom and of the Grace of God? 
and lay up a Treaſure of ſweet and ſolid 
Foundations for Encouragement and hope 
in Days to come? The Royal Pſalmiſt aſ- 
ſures us of bleſſed Advantages to be derived 
from a skilful notice of divine Providences, 


Pſatm cvii. 43 Whoſo is wiſe and will ob- 


ſer ve theſe . even they ſhall underſtand 


the 
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the Loving Kinaneſs FA the Lord. They 
who learn to know his Name, by a wiſe at- 
tendance to his Works, will put their truſt 
in him. 

If we overlook the Hand of the Almighty 
in the Events of human Life, we loſe much 
of the ſpiritual profit of awful and afflictive 
Providences, and much of the ſweetneſs of 
temporal Mercies. Such a ſinful neglect will 
alſo lead us by degrees to a woful omiſ- 
ſion of our daily Dutics, and bring us into 
great danger of degeneracy and backſliding, 
into a carnal and worldly frame of Spirit : 
Whereas if we make it our buſineſs to watch 
the Hand of God in the Occurrences of the 
World, this is indeed living by Faith, as 


ſeeing him that is inviſible; and we are 


much better prepared by ſuch a converſe 
with God on Earth for a more intimate 
bleſſed converſe with him in the World of 
ſight and enjoyment. 

4. Thoſe who regard not the Works of 
the Lord provoke him to deprive them of all 
the Bleſſings of Life, and to abandon them 
fo utter Rum. How can they ever hope 
that the Lord will beſtow repeated Mercies 
upon them, when they take no notice of 
his Power and his Hand in the Bleſſings they 
have already received? How can they expect 
to enjoy the continuance of preſent Com- 
forts? Iſrael id not know that I gave them 
Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, therefore I will 

| return 
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return and take away my Corn in the Seaſon 


thereof, and my Wine in its Seaſon, and 1 | 


will recover my Wool which was given to 
cover their Nakedneſs, Hoſea ii. 8, 9. If 
this be our practice, we may juſtly expect 
to be left of God, and bercay'd of the Mer- 
cies that relate to this Life and the Life to 
come. F we like not to retain God in our 
Knowledge, and to glorify him as God, we 
may juſtly fear to be given up to a reprobate 
mind and to final Deſtruction. Let ſuch ſtu- 
pid and regardleſs Sinners read the threat- 
nings of the Lord againſt ſuch brutiſh Peo- 
ple in the Words that follow my Text. 


Therefore my People ſball go into Captivity 
becauſe they have no Knowledge ; their ha- 


naurable Men are fami ſped, and their Mul- 
titude diy d up with Thirſt : Therefore Hell 
bath enlarged it ſelf, and open'd its Mouth 
without meaſure, and their Glory and their 
 Multitude and their Pomp, and he that rex 
aiceth ſhall deſcend into it. A juſt Ven- 
geance on ſuch Impicty ! 

I proceed now to the third general Head 
which I propoſed, and that is to apply the 
ſenſe of my Text to the particular Event 


of the laſt Week. And 1 ſhall divide the 


Circumſtances of this great Event, vis. 
the Death of one King and the Succeſſion 
of another, together with the Notices we 
ſhould take of it, under the three particu- 
lars before mentioned, vis, We arc called 

to 


WS 


to conſider what there is in it of an awful 
and afflictive Kind, what bleſſed mixtures 
of Mercy attend the afflitive Providence 
and what are our preſcnt Duties, both 00 
God and Man, which are derived thence. 

I. Let us conſider what there is inthis Pro- 
vidence that is awful and ajflictive, and what 
Leſſons of ſerious Inſtruction we may draw 


from it. 


1, Here is the Death of one of the greateſt 
Men upon Earth : A King whoſe Dominion 
was ſpread from Sea to Sea, and who reigned 
over ſeveral Nations: A Prince who held 
the Balance of Europe, and determined the 
Superiority to which Side ſoever he inclined? 
One that was Arbiter of Peace and War 
among the Potentates of the World. Yet 
behold he is ſubject to Mortality and the 
common ſtroke of Death, Pſalm Ixxxil. 6, 7. 
T have ſaid ye are Gods, becauſe the Power 


of Magiſtrates bears ſome reſemblance. to 


that of the God of Heaven: Therefore they 
are called the Children of the moſt High; 
but they muſt die like other Men. *'Tis the 
hand of the Lord hath wronght this, in whoſe 
hand is the Soul of every living thing, and 
the Breath of all Mankind, Job xii. 9. | 

The Leſſon that we derive from this view. 
of Things, is, to rake heed left we depend 
foo much on the Life of the beſt of Princes. 
Tho' we dcrive many Bleſſings thro' their 
Influence, yet we muſt remember they are 
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not immottal. Let God alone, be the ſolid 
and everlaſting Reſt and Refuge of our Souls, 
whoſe Life is Eternity, whoſe Kingdom 
rcigns over all, and his Dominion is for 
ever and ever. Pſalm cxlvi. 3, 4, 5. Put not 
your truſt in Princes, nor in the Jon of Man, 
in whom there is no help; his Breath goeth 
forth, he returneth to his Earth, in that 
very day his Thoughts periſh, and all our de- 
pendences arc vain and fruſtrate. Happy is he 
that hath the God of Facob for his help, 
whoſe hope is the Lord his God, who made 
Heaven, and Earth, and Sea, and keepeth 
the Truth for ever. Eſa. ii. ult. Ceaſe ye 
from Man whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, 
for wherein is he to be accounted of? God 
alone is our immortal Hope. 

2. We may remark in this Event, the ſud- 
den Death of this great Man in a Journey to 
his native Land. He ſet out from his Pa- 
lace in Great Britain in a ſtate of Health 
and Vigor, with a firm Conſtitution and 
Strength above the proportion of his Years : 
but ere he arrived at the place which he 
deſign'd, he was ſmitten with a mortal Faint- 
neſs, and hurried away from the Earth in 
an unexpected Hour: He was arreſted in his 
Journey by a fatal Meſſenger from the King 
of Kings, a Meſſenger whole Name is Death, 
and whoſe Commiſſion admits of no delay; 
a Meſſenger who lays his cold Hand on 
Princes, and bears them away xeſiſtleſs thro' 
I g the 
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the midſt: of their Guards, to their long 


home, and the unſeen World. Vain was 


the skill of Phyſicians in that mourntful Hour; 


the zcal and fondneſs of a Brothcr's Love was 
vain. 


He arriv'd at the Palace of Oſnabrug, 
the Habitation of his deareſt Brother, and 
only gave him the ſad opportunity to ice a 
dying Monarch, and take his laſt long leave 
of ſo near and ſo deſirable a Relative. 
What Leſſon ſhall we learn now from 


the ſuddenneſs of this great Event, bur to 


awaken'our own Souls to a conſtant readine(s 
for a removal. Be ye always ready, lays our 
bleſſed Lord, for ye kuow not when ve [ill 
be called, whether at Even or at Mianight, 
or when the Cock crows in the Morning: 
Whether we ſhall be ſummou'd away at once 
from our own Homes, or when we arc tra- 
velling in diſtant Lands. Let us remem— 
ber we are ſtill Borderers on the Grave 
and the cternai World, and we arc always 
within a Moment's reach of the inviſible 
State and the Region of Spirits. Tis but 
the Wink of an Eye, the Ceſſation of the 
Pulſe, the Stoppage of our Breath, and we 
are gone beyond the Power of Medicines, 
and the Art of Man to recall us. Who 
wou'd venture upon a Journey without 


having his Soul inſured in the Hands of 
Feſus the Saviour? 
There is another Reflexion that we may 


derive from this Circumſtance of the Death 
C of 
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of our late Sovercign, and that is, How of. 
ten have we our ſelves been preſerved in 
Journcys, when our gracious Monarch died 
in the midſt of his Travels? How have we 
left our Habitations in peace, viſited our 
Friends in diſtant parts, and returned to our 
Dwellings in peace again? But this great 
Man was cut off on a ſudden, before he 
reach'd the Place deſign d? How often have 
our Friends gone forth from the midſt of 
us, and been brought back with Safety and 
Joy? our King went from us and returns 
no more; here's the Sovereignty of Divine 
Providence; here's the interpoſing Will of 
the Almighty. Let us remember then to 
take the Will and Providence of the great 
God into our Conſultations, when we ſay, 
To Day, or to Morrow, we will go into ſuch 
a City, and continue there a Seaſon and re- 
turn again; whereas we know not what ſhall 
be on the Morrow : What is your Life, 'tis 
even a Vapour that appears for a little time 
and then vaniſhes away; we ought there- 
fore to ſay, If the Lord will, we ſhall live 
and do this or that, according to our pur- 
poſe, Jam. iv. 14. 

3. Let us remember that this great Event 
carries in it the appearance of a huge Afﬀtic- 
tion to Great Britain, for tis the Death of a 
King whoſe happy Accceſſion was a glori- 
ous Deliverance of our Nation from Slave- 
ry, and a Defence of our Religion from 


Popiſh 
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Popiſh Superſtition, Tyranny, and Blood: 
We have loſt a great and glorious Benefac- 
tor, under whoſe Government we had cn- 
joy'd the Bleſſings of Peace and Plenty for 
ſo many Years together. At his Acceſſion 
to the Crown he ſcattered our Fears, and 
fill'd every Soul with Gladneſs : He cruſh'd 
a dangerous Rebellion in our Land in the 
beginning of his Reign; and by the Wiſ- 
dom of his Counſels at home, and the 
Terror of his Arms abroad, he maintain'd 
Peace among the Nations. This is he con- 
cerning whom we were ready to ſay, that 
we ſhall fit many Tears under his Shadow 
in our native Land, enjoying the comforts 
of Life, and the privileges of the Houſe of 
God : But he is ſmitten, his Life is va- 
niſh'd, and he is gone from the Earth : Our 
Deliverer and our Guardian is removed from 
the midſt of us, he will deliver and defend 

us no more. i 
The Leſſon of Inſtruction which we de- 
rive hence is this, The great God doth not 
ſtand in need of the greateſt of Men to carry 
on his own Work. O!] the divine Magnifi- 
cence of the Government of God, who can 
prepare and qualify Inſtruments for his own 
Service, and employ them for a Scaſon for 
bleſſed Purpoſes, and lay them aſide again 
at pleaſure, without the leaſt Interruption 
to his important Deſigns! If the bleſſed 
God had ſtood in need of a Man, for the 
C 2 ſupport 
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ſupport of his Intereſt in the World, and 
for the guard of our Nation, one wou'd 
be ready to ſay, Sutely our gracious de- 
paitcd Sovereign wou'd have. been contt. 
nud in the midſt of us, and wou'd have 
be.n preſerved yet many Years on the Bris 
tiſh Throne. But the Lord ſeeth not as 
Man ſers: his Thoughts are above our 
Thoughis, and lis Ways are above ours, 
as the Heavens are above the Earth. He 
hath ſecn fit to cut ſhort the Life of our 
King, the Guardian of our Liberties, and 
the Defender of our Faith, and yet we truſt 


he intends to ſave Great Britain, and to 


ptelerve his Churches in the midſt of her: 
He can do it while King GEORGE our De- 


liverer lies aſleep in the Duſt and Silence. 


4. When we conſider the many perſonal 
Excellencies and Royal Virtues that adorned: 
the Character of our late Sovereign, tis an 
awful and afllitive thing to think of ſo 
much Excellency removed from the Earth. 
The World is bercav'd of one of the beſt 
of Princes. Should we take a ſurvey of his 
excellent Qualifications for Government, it 
wou'd entertain us beyond the meaſure of 
our preſent Time; but in gratitude to the 
memory of ſuch a Prince, and to awaken 
2 due Senfe of our Loſs, we cannot pals 
away to the next Head, without the ſhort 
mention of a few of theſe Royal Virtues, 
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(r) He was a Prince of a wiſe Heart, and 
excellent in Counſel; Sagacious to foreſce 
threatning Dangers at a diſtance, and to pe- 
nerrate into future Events, as far as hu- 
man foreſight is permitted to do it. Con- 
ſummate Wiſdom makes an approach to a 
prophetick Spirit. How juſt and happy 
were his Sentiments of the tendency of 
things in the former Reign? How true his 
Preiages ? and how dreadful had the final 
Event been, if a merciful Providence had 
not brought him to the Throne, to pre- 
vent the Dangers which he foreſaw ? With 
how ſucceſsful a Penetration did he enter 


into the Projects of Foreign Princes, and 


by a prudent Precaution guard us from the 
miſchievous Influence of them? Great Bri- 
ain, and the Nations in Alliance there- 
with, find the preſent happy Effects of his 
Witdom in this reſpect. 

(2) He was a Prince of great firmneſs of 
Soul; his Heart was all Courage; Reſolu- 
tion and a ſteady Conduct ran thro' the 
whole of his Affairs: And in many in- 
ſtances thoſe that were near the Throne 
have obſerved a remarkable conſtancy of 
Spirit in his Government, the happy Effects 
whercot have been very diſcernable to thoſe 
at a greater diſtance. We have had no 
weak, fickle Management, and changing 
Scenes of Things ſince he wore the Crown: 
This made him the more beloved by his 
Friends, 
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Friends, and his Enemies ſtood the more in 
Awe of him. 

3. Mercy, Goodneſs, and Love were 
wrought into his very Conſtitution 3 they 
diſcovered themſelves even to the Eyes of 
Strangers, in the very features of his Coun- 
tenance : Every one that ſaw his Face, de- 
clared they ſaw the evident traces and ſig- 
natures of Benignity and Goodneſs there : 
And theſe Virtues ſhone ſo much the brigh- 
ter, by how much the higher ſtation they 
were placed in. Gentleneſs and Love to 
Mankind, and friendly Benevolence, are 
excellent Diſpoſitions in any Man; but 


when they are join'd with Majeſty, they * 
imitate the Glories of God himſelf, and 


carry an illuſtrious reſemblance of our Ma- 
ker. The Death of ſuch a Sovereign, who 
lat on the Throne with Meckneſs, and 
Love, and Compaſſion attending on each 
fide of him, is a great and heavy Loſs to 
a free- born Nation. 

4. He was a Prince without Pride. His 
whole Conduct made it appear, that he re- 
garded the good of his Subjects more than 
his own Grandeur. He ſcemed to have no 
ſupcrior Airs about him; no ſupercilious 
Looks; but was affable in his whole De— 
portment towards thoſe who were ſo much 
bencath him. He had nothing of that reſt- 


leſs and miſchicvous Quality of Ambition, 
that takes every Opportunity to graſp at 
more 
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more Power, and to ſeize on the ancient 


Rights and the Freedoms even of a Loyal 
and obedient People. The Happineſs of 
his Subjects ſeemed to be his conſtant Wiſh 
and his higheſt Joy. 

5. He was a Prince who delighted to re- 
ward his Friends, and wou'd never forget 
paſt Services: Of this we are Witneſſes in 
a ſpecial manner who worſhip God accord- 
ing to our Conſciences in a way ſome- 
what different from the national Eſtabliſh- 
ment : he knew the heartineſs of our Zeal 


| for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and our ac- 
= tivity for his Intereſt according to our li- 
2X mired and narrow Powers before he yet 


arrived at the Throne ; and the Repeal of 
ſome hard and ſevere Laws which ſtood 
in force againſt us, and the encreaſe of 
our Liberties, muſt be aſcribed in ſome 
meaſure to this generous Principle which 
reigned in the Heart of our deceaſed So- 
vereign, And it muſt be ſaid to the im- 
mortal Honour of King GEoRGE, that this 


is no very common Character among the 


Princes of the Earth. 

6. Among his other exccllent Diſpoſiti- 
ons it ought never to be forgotten that he 
had the common welfare of Proteſtants 
much at Heart, and upon every Occaſion 
interpos'd in their behalf. He could not 
bear to ſce his Brethren in the profeſſion of 
the ſame Faith, ill treated by Popiſb Princes, 
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and unjuſtly burden'd by the perfecuting  n 
Powers of this World. He knew Con- v 
ſcience was a ſacred thing, and that the c. 
Empire of it belong d only to God; and te 
as he would not aſſume a Power over it o 
at home, nor impoſe Yokes of Bondage on d 
any of his Subjects, ſo neither was he pa- h 
tient to ſee this Antichriſtian. Spirit prevail ſi 
over Mankind abroad, whereſgever it was es 
poſſible for him to procure a redreſs of 
ſuch Grievances. His own Counſels, his re 
wiſe Orders to his Miniſters, and his Royal! 
Letters to foreign Princes bear a glorious 
Witneſs to this part of his Character, 

It muſt be told alſo to the immortal 
Honour of his Name and Memory with 
What Zeal he ſought the Union of Proteſ- WF Q 
tants among themſelves. How rcadily he th 
employ'd his good Offices, to relax the at 
Bonds of Impoſition and Severity in ſome be 
of the reformed Cantons of Switzerland , : 
that Conſcience might have a larger Liberty ſic 
in the Modes of profeſſing the ſame Faith WF ol 
and Worſhip. Surcly the Man who labour'd MF PI 
ſo gloriouſly to procure this Freedom for be 
Chriſtians abroad, muſt be influenced by MW fu 


higher Views than thoſe which are merely fu 
Political, to maintain and promote a juſt © Ti 
Liberty of Conſcience among his own Sub- m 
jects. P. 

To conclude, he was a Prince who ſought W 


to oblige all that he had to do with and to 
make 


4 
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make them caſy and happy; but for thoſe 
who would not be wrought upon by the 
condeſcenſions of his Love, he knew how 
to keep them in Subjection. The Church 
of God in the World, the Proteſtant King- 
doms, and the Nation of Great Britain 
have ſuſtain'd a great and certain Loſs, when 
ſuch a Governour, ſuch a Benefactor, ſuch an 
extenſive Bleſſing is taken from the Earth. 

II. We proceed now to the ſecond Thing 
remarkable in the late Event of Providence, 
and that is to conſider what Mercies are 
mingled with this awful Diſpenſation, that 
= we may raiſe our Souls to a delightful and 
8 grateful ſenſe of them. 

1. That a Prince of ſo many excellent 
Qualifications reigned ſo long over us, and 
that we enjoyed the Bleſſing of his wiſe 
and peaceful Government for ſuch a num- 
ber of Years. 

And here it becomes us on this Occa- 
ſion to call to mind the former Years of 
our Diſtreſs and Danger, and the ſurprizing 
Pleaſure of our firſt Deliverance. Bleſſed 
be the Name of our God that he raiſed up 
ſuch a Succeſſor to the Przitzſþ Throne, 
ſuch a Defender of the Faith ; ſuch a glo- 
rious Deliverer of the Nation from the im- 
minent Perils under which we lay, wherein 
Property and Religion, Liberty and Life 
were all expoſed, Bleſſed be the Hand of 
D our 
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our God that interpoſed in ſo ſignal a Sea- 
ſon, and confounded all the Devices of 
our Encmies; He blaſted their preſumptuous 
Hopes at once, and overwhelm'd them with 
a huge and fatal Diſappointment : The Snare 
was broken and we eſcaped; the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion obtained, and King GEORGE was 
raiſed to his appointed Throne, and all 
that is dear to us was reſcued from the 
Hands of Popiſh Tyranny, which was ready 
ro invade us, | 

Let us recollect with pleaſure the mercy 
of our God who inſpired his Predeceflor 
King Milliam of glorious Memory to lay 
the Foundation of the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
to the Crown of theſe Kingdoms: Then 
he prepared a healing Balm for the Wound 
which we reccived at the Death of our late 
Sovercign, and made a happy Proviſion a- 
gainſt a thouſand diſtant Dangers. 

Let us give Glory to our God who pro- 
longed the Life of our late King, and made 
him the Author of numerous Picſlings for 
almoſt thirteen Years together: A large 
{pace of the Life of Man, wherein we en- 


% 


joyed our civil Properties in Peace, and our 


religious Privileges were confirmed to us 
by the conſtant Favour of our Prince! Tho' 
in the beginning of his Reign, the Enemy 


made their utmoſt Efforts againſt us by lift- 


ing up Axes and Hammers againſt our Places 
of 


e 
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of Worſhip, becauſe of our inviolable at- 
tachment to his intereſt, yct his wiſe and 
ſteady Conduct ſoon ſupprels'd thoſe Riots, 
and the Law ſecured us againſt future Fears. 

2. It muſt be acknowledged as an in- 
ſtance of Divine Mercy, that our King was 
not taken from the Earth by the Hands of 
Violence. A bloody Death had been a much 
more formidable Appearance. This would 
have filld our Hearts with diſmay, leſt a 
ſecret Train of Miſchiefs ſhould have been 
contrived and broken out to our great Con- 
fuſion. Bleſſed be the Name of our God 
that guarded his precious Life from Day to 
Day, and continued him to a good ok 
Age, tho he had ſuch a multitude of Enc- 
mies on Earth and in Hell. The Agents 
of Rome are never wanting to contrive the: 
Deſtruction of all thoſe that ſupport what 
they call the Northern Hereſy, and the Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs are engaged on their Side. 


Yet this great Man came to his Grave in 


Peace, and died as David did, at a com- 
fortable length of Years, full of Days, 
Riches and Honour. 

3. 'Tis to be reckoned among our Merxcies, 
ſince he lived ſo long as to ſee the Seeds 
of Diſcord ſown among the Nations in 
Europe, and the firſt Efforts of a War in 
Spain, that he lived alſo long enough to 
lay the Foundations of an extenſive Peace. 
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Tis worthy of our notice that the Empreſs 
of Muſcovy, who was known to be in a 
contrary Intereſt, died but a few Weeks ago, 
whereby tis ſuppoſed ſome of the Forcign 
Potentates were more powerfully and ſpee- 
dily induced to accept the Preliminaries of 
a Treaty of Peace. Bleſſed be the God of 
Peace that our Sovereign lived to ſee theſe 
Preliminarics ſign'd: Had he been taken 
of from the Stage of Action but a few 
Wecks ſooner, perhaps the Peace and the 


Treaty had been greatly retarded, and our 
Enemies might have proſecuted the War 


with double Vigour. Times and Scaſons, 
Life and Death are in the Hands of God, 
and we have often ſeen that he hath mark'd 


out and limited thc Extent of the Life of 14 


Princes, to anſwer wiſe Purpoſes in his 
own Government of the World, and his 


gracions Deſigns towards Great Britain and | 


the Churches of CHriſt. 


4. 'Tis an inſtance of Divine Mercy be- 
yond all Expreſſion that we have ſuch an 
uſtrious Prince for a Succeſlor : One who 


is not only a firm Proteſtant by the influ- 
ence of his Education under ſuch a Father, 
but from his own Knowledge and Choice 
infinitely prefers the Reformed Religion , 
and is a conſtant Profeſſor of it. 
Bleſſed art thou, O Britain, for thy King 
7s the Jon of Nobles, deſcended from a 
Race 
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eſs | Raceof Sovereign Princes; trained up from 
1 a his youngeſt Years to the ſublime Art of 
o, Government. Nor do we come under the 
gn oe pronounced upon the Land, whoſe 
ec- King is a Child, a Minor under Age, that 
of wants a Ruler to be ſet over him. Our 
of if preſent Sovereign hath attained tp a ſuffi- 


eſe IF cient number of Years, and a large Share 
cn of Experience of human Affairs, "and has 
ew made wiſe Obſervations of the various Oc- 


the currences among States and Nations, that 
zur he may ſway the Sceptre of our Land with 
Far greater Prudence and Succeſs. 

Lis to be numbred alſo among our Mer- 
cies, that King GEORGE the Second is no 
Stranger to our Nation, having lived many 
Years in the midſt of us, and in this he hath 
a rich Advantage beyond his immediate Pre- 
deceſſor. Now if our late excellent Monarch, 
who was at firſt ſo much a Stranger to us, 

became thro' the Mercy of our God ſo wiſc 
be- and happy a Ruler, how hopeful a Proſpect 


an may we have of the preſent and future 
ho L Government under the Adminiſtration of 
flu- his Royal Son and Succeſſor who has ſtu- 
cr, died our Laws, has given Diligence to un- 
ice derſtand the Cuſtoms of the Land, and ac- 
on, knowledges the Excellency ot our Conſti- 
| tution. 
ing How happy are we in «Hd who has 


2 profeſs | in his Royal Declaration, that our 
ICC Laws, 
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Laws, our Liberties and Religion are moſt 
dear to him: and whoſe Affection to his 
People is ſo conſpicuous, that he hath gained 
the Hearts of ſome of his Subjects, who could 
ſcarce conceal their Enmity to his Prede- 
ceſſor. 

Nor ſhould I be juſt to my Text on this 
occaſion, if I ſhould not take notice of that 
religious Senſe which our preſent Sove- 


reign hath expreſsd many Years ago, of 
the : interpoſing Providence of God in coun- 
rcrworking all the miſchievous Devices of 
Rome and Hell, and bringing the Proteſtant 8 
Succeſſion in the Illuſtrious Houſe of Branſ- 


wick to take effect in the Perſon of his 
Royal Father &. He is not one of thoſe that 


attribute the Revolution of Kingdoms to 
Chance, but he regards the Work of the 


Lord therein, and the Operation of his 
Hands. 


5. It ſhould be added to the Rank of 
our Mercics alſo in this Event of Providence, 
that the King ſucceeds to the Throne of 
his Father in ſo much Tranquillity and 
Peace. No Tumults nor Inſurrections, no 


riſing Sedition, no claſhing of Arms, The 
rebellious Party are diſcouraged and broken, 
their Hearts ſink within them, and their 
Men of Might have not found their Hands: 


See Mr. Derbam's Dedication of his 4fro-Theo/ogy. 
* We 


We truſt their number is greatly diminiſhed, 
and will decreaſe continually. George the 
Second ſucceeds to the Britzfp Throne with 
ſo general a Satisfaction and Applauſe, that 
we hope it will ſhortly become univerſal. 


May the God of Heaven fulfil our hopes! 


6. Tis a very remarkable part of our 
Joy, that we are alſo bleſt with a Queen 
of an excellent Character, and à Spirit of 


uncommon Goodneſs. One who hath been 
trained up not only to practiſe Religion, 
but to underſtand it too. One who hath 
not waſted her Life in the Gaieties and Soft- 
neſſes of a Court, but hath purſued ſolid 
Knowledge in the Things of Nature, and 
the Affairs of Morality : One who hath 
learnt the Rules of Virtue ſufficient to 
teach them as a Science, but who tcaches 


them with more Honour and Succeſs by 


her own daily Practice; and is not diver- 
ted by the ſplendid Temptations of a Pa- 


lace from the richer Improvements of the 


Mind. 


Bleſſed be God for a Britzfh Queen who 
hath ſhewn ſuch a fincere Zeal and Love to 
the Proteſtant Religion, as to refuſe the 
Imperial Crown of Germany, leſt ſhe ſhould 
be intangled or defiled with Popiſß Super- 
ſtition ; and who takes a peculiar Pleaſure 
to train up her Royal Offspring in all the 
Paths of Virtue and Piety, May Divinc 
Mercy ſucceed her Care! She 
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She is a Princeſs whom we hope the Pro- ou 
vidence of God hath raiſed up to the Royal lat 
Dignity, that ſhe may become a more pow- M fir 
crtul and extenſive Pattern of every Virtue ¶ pr 
and every Grace, and may help to correct 
the Manners of the Nation, and the de. 
generate Cuſtoms of the Times by her il- 
luſtrious Example. 

7. Among the Bleſſings of this Day we 
muſt not forget the numerous Race of young 
Princes which, we truſt, are born to ſecure 
and perpetuate our Happineſs. Children 
in a more general ſenſe are the Bleſſing of 
the Lord; but a numerous Progeny in a 
Royal Houſe, who ſhall be all trained up a1 
in the Proteſtant Faith, are a peculiar Fa- T 
your of Heaven to Great Britain. What ve 
a happy Proſpect is it, that our late Soyc- L 
rcign left ſuch a large Poſterity behind him ! ti 
Had his Life been ſingle, or like that of ſe 
King William, not bleſt with Royal Iſſue, P 
how dreadful would our preſent caſe have B 
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been? In what Dangers and Conteſts had 
he left the Succeſſion to his Throne? And 

our Nation might have felt the fatal Effects 
of it, groaning under 77 Darkneſs, and 
wallowing in Blood. 

Who can review ſuch a multitude of Mer- 
cies as theſe are, but muſt have his Heart 
filld with Joy and Thankfulneſs to God the 
Ruler of the World? And how happily are 

our 
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our deepeſt Sorrows for the Death of our 


late King alleviated by ſuch a view of Bleſ- 
ſings in a glorious Succeſſion? Bleſſings for 
preſent and future Ages 

am come now to the laſt general Head 


of my Ditcourle, and that is a humble en- 
_quiry into the various Duties that naturally 
ariſe from the preſent Event : Moſt of them 
may be ſummed up under the following Par- 


ticulars. 


r. A proper and becoming Senſe of our 


Loſs. Shall ſo great a Prince be taken a- 


= way from this Earth, and ſo valuable a Bleſ- 


ſing from our Nation, without an awful 
and ſolemn Senſe of the Hand of God? 
Tho he had arrived at the Age of ſixty ſe- 


ven Years, which is almoſt the Term of the 


Lite of Man, yet the Vigour of his Conſti- 
tution, and his healthy Frame of Nature, 
ſeemed to promiſe us ſeveral more Years of 
Protection and Peace under his Government : 
But the All-wiſe God hath cut off the Thread 


of his valuable Life, and diſappointed our 


Hopes, And while we ſtand in awe, and 
adore the ſovereign Hand of Providence; 


that hath deprived us of ſo excellent a Prince, 
it becomes us to pay all due Honours to his 
Memory, even tho' his Throne be ſupply'd 


with ſo excellent a Succeſſor. All Tae. 


mourned thirty Days for Moſes their Leader 
iu ihe Plains of Mo * they had a Jeſbua 
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to ſucceed him, who was full of the Spirit 
of Wiſdom, Deut. xxxiv. 8, 9. 

2. Such a Providence as this ſhould ſhake 
us off from our dependence on any Creatures, 
and fix our Hope more entirely on God : He 
only is the King Eternal, Immortal, and 
Inviſible. He is the King of Kings, who 
diſpoſes of their Breath, and their Sceptre, 
and their Dominions as he pleaſes; but he 
reigns for ever and ever, and his Kingdom 
ftands to all Generations. This Duty was 
hinted before : I add therefore, 1 

As Chriſtians, it becomes us on ſuch Oc- 
caſions to remember Feſus the Son of God, 
whoſe Title alſo is he Lord of Lords, and 
the King of Kings: Into his Hands are com- 


mitted all the reins of Government in the 


upper and the lower Worlds. He hath | 
the Keys of Death and the Grave. In his 
Hand is the Life of Princes; they reign | 
but under him, and according to his Plea- 
ſure. He numbers the Days of their Life, 


and the Years of their Dominion; and he 


diſmiſſes them from this World when they | 
have finiſhed the Work to which he or- 
dained them, and raiſes up others in their 
ſtead, to carry on his own and his Father's 
wiſe and cternal Scheme of Councils. He 
ig the ſame Teſterday, to Day, and for 
ever; and of his Kingdom there is no End. 
Tho he be. the Child that was born of 

| the 
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the Virgin, the Son that was promiſed to 
Abraham, and given in Mercy to the World, 
yet he is alſo the mhty God, the everlaſt- 
ing Father, and the Prince of Peace, Ilaiah 
ix. 6. Let our Eye be directed to him. Let 
us live upon him as the King of Saints, and 
the King of Nations. And amidſt all the 
Changes and Revolutions of this lower 
World, let us remember that Sion is ſtill 
ſafe under the Eye and Care of Jeſus her 
= King. 
= - 3. Let us manifeſt our gratitude to God 
= for theſe — and important Bleſſings which 
1 are mingled with the preſent awful Event, 
and let our thankfulneſs be expreſsd in ſuch 
ga manner as becomes the Profeſſors of Picty 
and ſtrict Religion. Tis God that has or- 
& dained all things ſo well for us in this Na- 
tion, who eſtabliſhed the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion at firſt, and hath made it to take ef- 
fect once and again: "Tis he hath plac'd all 
things in ſo happy a ſituation to dry up our 
XZ Tears, and to allay our Sorrows. To him 
be a thouſand Thanks and 'Honours offered 
by the Nation and all the Churches. 
| And in order to manifeſt our thankful- 
neſs in a more eminent degree, let us en- 
7, quite wherein we have miſimproved the 
Peace, Liberty, and other numerous Bleſ- 


7 ſings of the former Reign, and awaken our 
„Ft ſelves to all holy diligence in a wiſe im- 
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provement of our preſent Mercies. O] let 
us not indulge Riot, Luxury, and Vanity, 
nor waſte the Bleſſings of Heaven in the 
follies and iniquities of Life. Let us not 
practiſe the Crimes which my Text ſeverely 
reproves, nor indulge ſenſual mertiment 


with the neglect of God and Religion: But 


as temporal Mercies ſurround us in a ſweet 
Succeſſion, let our Love to God our ſu- 
preme Benefactor be perpetually encreaſed, 
and our Duties of Piety be ever mu'tiplied. 

4. That Divine Providence which has cal. 
led our preſent Monarch to the Throne, de- 
mands all dutiful Affection and Obedience to 
be paid him with our Hearts and Hands, As 
we fear God, and love our Brethren, ſo let 
us honour the King, for theſe three Com- 
mands are joined rogether in the New 
Teſtament, 1 Pet. ii. 17. Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture unite them all. 

Let us ſubmit our ſelves to him with all 
cheerfulneſs, as one whom God has appointed 
to be the Guardian of our Religion, and our 
Liberties, and all that is dear to us. Let 
us ever ſpeak of him with Honour, and not 
mention his Name without a becoming Re- 
ſpect. With a juſt impatience let us frown 
upon all Tale-beaters, and diſcourage every 
Whiſpeter, thoſe ſecret and vile Inſtru- 
ments of publick miſchief. Nor let us give 
countenance to fly and private inſinuations 
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againſt the Dignity and Honour of our So- 
vereign. | 

Let us reverence and love him as one that 
is exalted to be the Miniſter of God for our 
good. Iis on him, under God, that our 
Eyes are fixed. Tis in him that our hopes 
of Happineſs centre. Under Chriſt Jeſue, 5 
who is the Lord of Glory, we muſt look: | 
upon George the Second of Great Britain, | 
as the chief Guardian and Support of the 
Proteſtant Religion in the World. 

5. Let us offer our daily and ardent 
Prayers to God for his long Life, Proſpe- 
rity and Peace. Addreſſes to Heaven for 
the divine Preſence with him, ſhould be 
joined with all our Vows of Allegiance. 
We read in Jofpua' i. 17. That when the 
w 9 Tribes of Reuben, Gad and Manaſſeh ſur- 

p- I render'd themſelves to the Conduct of Zoſbua 

in the Room df Moſes, they joyned a hearty 
Petition to the Lord for him; According as 
d i we hearkned unto Moſes in all Things, ſo 
ar *# will we hearken unto thee, and all that 
et thou commandeſt us we will do: only the 
t Lord thy God be with thee, as he was with 
e- Moſes. 
n When Solomon was placed on the Throne 
y of his Father David before he died, David 
1 is ſuppoſed to write the xxII. Pſalm, which 
e may be a proper Pattern for our preſent Pe- 
0 titions in this manner: As thou gaveſt our 
t X | late 
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late King thy Judgments, O God, ſo give 
thy Righteouſneſs to the King's Son: Let 
him judge thy People with Righteouſneſs, 
and thy Poor with Judgment. Let him 
ſave the Children of the needy, and break in 


pieces the Oppreſſor : Let him come down 


like Rain upon the new mown Graſs , as 
Showers that water the Earth : In his 
Days let the Righteous flouriſh, and abun- 
dance of Peace be derived from his Poſte- 
rity ſo long as the Moon endureth ; As his 
Domintons are extended from Sea to Sea, 
ſo let him have a ſpreading influence from 


the Rivers of Great Britain unto the Ends 


of the Earth; Let thoſe that dwell in di- 


ant Lands, bow before him, and let his E- 


nemies lick the Duſt ; Let him live and reign 
a_lcngth of Years, and all due Tribute be 
given him; Let Prayer be made for him con- 
tinually, and may he be ever engaged in 
Works of Bleſſing to the World, that he 
way receive daily and perpetual Prazſes. 


And as the Spirit of God eminently de- | 


ſigned Solomon in this Plalm as a Type of ; 


Chriſt , ſo let us pray that our Sovereign 
may imitate our bleſſed 7eſus in all Divine 


Virtues, and in the ſacred Qualifications of 
a Ruler; that his Throne may be ſurrounded 
with Wiſdom and- eſtabliſhed in Juſtice : 
In his Majeſty let him ride proſperouſiy with 
Truth, Meekneſs and Righteouſneſs attend- 
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ing him; May every princely Virtue and 
7 Gtace dwell in his Heart and ſhine through 
„„all his Actions. May his Authority and his 
Royal Example joyn together to work Won- 


_ ders of Reformation among the higher and 
the lower Ranks of Mankind: And may 
5% Probity of Manners be always a neceſſary 
1. ſtep of Acceſs to the King's Favour. 


O may he be wiſe as an Angel of Cod to 
diſcern between Good and Evil, between 
| his ſincere Friends and fawning Flatterers! 
Grant, O Lord, that he may daily encreaſe 
in Sagacity and happy Penetration to diſco- 
yer the true Intereſt of the Land, and be ever 
ſteady and reſolute in the purſuit of it. Let 
him ſee his own Intereſt inſeparably con- 
nected with rhe Intereſt of his People, and 
purſue them together with glorious Succeſs. 
May the Proteſtant Powers abroad acknow- 
ledge him as their common Father, and their 
ſuperior Friend ; and may even the diſtant 
Poſterity of our Nation joyn with the Ge- 
nerations to come in Foreign Lands in pay- 

ing Honour to his Memory, as the chief Sup- 
port of Religion and Liberty in this lower 
World. 

And ſince God hath bleſſed us with a 
Qucen Conſort, let her alſo. have a large 
ſhare in our*beſt Wiſhes and our pious Ad- 
dreſſes to Heaven. Long may ſhe live a tran- 
ſcendent Bleſſing to the Nation and the 

World; 


1 


— — 


plentiful Influences from Heaven may de- 
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„World; and fulfill with Honour all the 
promiſing Proſpects that her ſublime Charac. 
ter and Virtue in a leſs exalted Station have 
given us. Let the Prophecy of Iſuab be 
,eminently fulfill d in our Day, that a Rigg 
is become our nafſing Father and a Lucen 
nur nur/ng Mather. — 
The various Branches of the. Royal Famaly 


demand a ſhare alſo in our; Prayers; that 


ſcend on them all, and that they may be 
train d up under ſuch Parents, for all the 
high Stations to which Providence may de- 
ſign them in future Times ; that Bleſſing 
derived from the moſt ſerene Family o 
Brunſwick may be diffuſed through the Na 
tions of the Earth; and eſpecially that the 
Heirs of the Crown . deſcended from this 
Illuſtrious Houſe may ſit on the Throne of 
Great Britain in a long and perpetual Suc- 
ceſſion. may .gloriouſly maintain Religion 
and Virtue, in the Land, and promote the 
Kingdom of our bleſſed Redeemer from 
Age to Age till time ſhall be no more, 


Amen. an 7 
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